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essentially from the material in which it is
sculpted. It’s by working with the material that
one feels, from its sensual contact, its interior
strength or its softness. It’s by working with it
that we can discover its true nature.”
With this idea in mind, URWERK applies a
coating to steel that is the hardest and most
resistant known today: TiAlN (Titanium
Aluminium Nitride). With a thickness of less
than 4 microns, the TiAlN coating increases

the resistance of the metal to scratches,
shocks, oxidation and even acids.   
Lighter than equivalent coatings in gold or ti-
tanium, the UR-103.08 TiAlN has an intriguing
chocolate colour, which ranges between
bronze and stormy black depending on the
relative proportions of titanium and alu-
minium in the compound. The difficulty in
working with this coating is in finding just the
right proportions.

Virile
The year 2008 also sees the creation of a lim-
ited series of 10 watches of the new UR-103
Hexagon. The name comes from the form of
the satellites that, for the first time, have
angular lines, conferring a definite masculine
strength to the timekeeper, almost to the point
of being aggressive. This virile feeling is
strengthened by the totally black PE-CVD
coating of the platinum piece. With this model,
Félix and Martin also pay homage to one of
their earliest pieces, the UR 102, nicknamed
the Night Watch, which has since become a
collector’s item.
When designing the UR-103 Hexagon, Martin
Frei recalls the jet-black India ink that he used
during his studies in fine arts. In fact, his first
sketches were always drawn in black and white
since it was only with the purity of black that an
idea reveals its true nature, according to him.
He also believes that “black is the supreme
colour because it attracts the light, swallows it,
and contains all the other colours.”

Venomous
The sign of the ‘T’ dominates the year 2009 at
URWERK, with the ‘T’ standing for ‘Tarantula’,
the most feared arachnid of its type. In the
UR-103T, the entire satellite mechanism and
the orbital cross are visible. The cross, however,
has been revisited and redesigned for the
occasion. Made in ARCAP, a very stable alloy
of nickel and copper, the ends of this structure
hold the satellites in such a way that the num-
bers cannot be seen unless they are travelling
along the minute scale to tell the time.

UR-103T ‘MEXICAN FIRELEG’
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To achieve this result, the mechanism for
rotating the satellites has been completely
modified. They now rotate simultaneously
behind their respective hiding places while
waiting to enter the long minute scale, thus
accomplishing one ‘pirouette’ of 480 degrees
in four sequences of 120 degrees. Impressive,
powerful, strongly evocative, and nearly ven-
omous, the UR-103T is offered in steel coated
with AlTiN (Aluminium, Titanium, Nitride) or in
white or pink gold.

The last embers
This year, for its last appearance on the grand
watchmaking stage, the UR-103 will present
its last embers with a piece that is both more
venomous than ever, with the UR-103T
‘Mexican Fireleg Tarantula’, and more trans-
parent than ever, with the UR-103TS ‘Shining T’.
In steel coated with micro-sanded and hand-
polished AlTiN and titanium back, the UR-103T
‘Mexican Fireleg’ is directly inspired by the
formidable spider of the same name, which
has frightening red legs. With its grade 2 ti-
tanium orbital cross enhanced with orangey
red SuperLumiNova, the same colour and coat-
ing that is on the hour numbers and minute
markers, the UR-103T Mexican Fireleg will
send shivers up the spine of even the most
hardened fans of the brand.
With ‘S’ standing for ‘sapphire’, the UR-103TS
‘Shining T’ will mark the ultimate unveiling in
this line of exceptional timepieces. After hav-
ing progressively opened the case to reveal
the satellite mechanism, URWERK has carved
the satellites themselves in blocks of sapphire.
The effect is magical, giving the piece a high
degree of lightness and a level of transparency
never before attained. The mechanism’s fluid-
ity is accentuated even more by the delicate
pale blue LumiNova tint of the hour and
minute indications.
The saga of the UR-103 thus comes to an end
with the ultimate appearance of this last model,
a model that is ethereal, nearly celestial. 
With this, the UR-103 joins the stars. 
Long live URWERK. O
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