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At Urwerk, Félix Baumgartner, the watchmaker, and Martin Frei, the designer, have done it once again, and how!

) Pierre Maillard

Everyone remembers the Opus V that Félix
Baumgartner developed for Harry Winston. The
first truly tri-dimensional watch in the history
of timekeeping, it indicated the time thanks to
studs that turn on themselves at the end of the
arms of a satellite

With the 201, Urwerk takes another step and
equips the brand’s watch with an absolute
first: retractable hands!

But let's return for a moment to the debut of
Urwerk’s adventure, since the 201 is the result
(one of the results) of a unique and singular
approach to watchmaking, conducted step by
step with remarkable constancy. Contrary to
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n the watchmaking ‘jungle’, the 201 is decid-

edly a "bestial’ timepiece. Totally unlike any
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do. Above all, we are watchmakers, not busi-
nessmen. But the 201 took three years of
development, and more than a million Swiss
francs of investment, as well as an enormous
engineering effort that started from zero. The
case was incredibly difficult to machine and
the sapphire crystal was very complex to make.
It is only because our previous timekeepers

were so successful that we were able to
finance all the operations for the 201."
Quantitatively, this represents about 185
pieces produced in 2006, with a basic price of
CHF 85,000, distributed by several of the best
doors in the world, from Chronopassion in
Paris to Marcus in London, and including Hour
Glass in Singapore, John Simonian in the USA,
Chrystal in the Ukraine, and Les Ambassadeurs
in Switzerland, among others.

As Felix Baumgartner and Martin Frei declare,
“In the beginning, it was vision, and it took ten
years for this vision to become a reality.” And
what a reality it is!




